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DEDICATION 
To The 3 
Lord H- 
My LoRD! | 5 5 FO ERS 
THE Affection Your Lordſhip has ſhows to your Native Coun- | 
try, together with the Care and Regard you have, to propoſe ſuch - 
Methods as may conduce to that Peace and Union ſo Neceſſary ar 
Home, and the Succeſs of our Arms Abroad, has evidently Demonſtrated 
your Zeal, to ſee England Happy, both in its Religious «xd Civil 
Affairs. Ex . _ -- 
"Tis the want ef this in ſome Perſons, that has been the chiefeſs 
occafions of thoſe Differences, that are daily Corroborated amongſ# a6. 


How is it poſſible, that any Man, who aims at the Welfare of the 
Nation, can re fr ain from Speaking in Publick, when he ſees the defligns 


* 
* 
* 
— 
” 
* 
* 
* 


our Enemies are carrying on, to deprive us of that Liberty ana Pro- 


perty, which your Lordſhip has ſo frenuonſly Defended? | 
The danger of our Religion on the one Hand, and the little Reggd | 
that ſome * ſhow for the Happineſs and Proſperity of England, 
and its Government, is « Subjett mot Lamentable and Deplorabls, 
When we ſee the deſigns of the Common Enemy of Europe he 
dire&ly oppeſite to the Welfare of this Nation, and what a ſtrange: I- - | 
fluence he has upon the Hearts of ſome deſigning Men among ñ us, who \\ 
can forbear ts let the World know, that the Diſſenters are not the Per- 
ſons they would make em to be? 8 „ 
What can be the Reaſon, and whas- their Defign, I Pall leave to 
the judicious Reflections of your Lordſhip. i 
As for my part, I mut freely own, That nothing ſeems more . 
rent to me, thau ibat there are other Methods to be taken, by preventing -| 
, Occafional Conformity, than the ſpecions Pretence for Promoting 
be-Eftabliſh'd Church ef England. | 


| Certainly 


—— — 


. 
9 4 


n he Dec Ication, cc. = 
era there can be no fitter Opportunity to lay all Die- 
 eences — 22 than wh ——_— Liberties of — ele 
5 +1 ogg of our Native Land, calls for the «tmoit Aſſiſtance that we are 
able to give. . „ 
3 Sela is Diſcontented, and its Affairs grown to a degree of 
[per ation, what can be more prevalent to Peace and Union, and 
tha Conjunction of Hearts and Hands, which Her Majeſty has ſo often 
Enforc'd; and which You, and ſuch as your Lordſhip have cok ſuch 
conſtant care to Effect, in Obedience to our Sovereign's Command. 

The Neceſſiry of it on the one Hand, and the Benefit and Advantage 
on the other, ſhould (one would think) prevail with the moit Obdarate, 
to accept ſo Glorious 4 Propoſal, unleſs ſomething elſe was deſign d, than 
to Promote the. Welfare of the Nation, 3 „ 

For what can be more Oppoſete to, or Deflrutive of the Advantage 
of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, ha» the Diſmal Conſequences of Religious 
Diſputes, 4bout juch indifferent Matters as concern not the Salvation 
of our Souls ? 3 1 | | 

It maywithoat doubt, occaſion 4 further Diſſent ; but in my Opinion 
ni can never be the means ta bring the Diſſenters to a Total Conformity. 

85 The following Sheets, I ma# Confeſs, are Unworthy the Cate and 


Regard of. ſo Noble 4 Patron. „ | | 
An awful Reſpett to your Greatneſs, at firit drew back my Pen, from troubling 
your Lordſhip with ſo mean an Addreſs, ſo fhore of that Grandeur of Stile, 
and Pompon: Expreſſion, with which we ought to appronch ſuch Noble Perſons, 
. who have the *Happmeſs to arrive at ſo prodigions a'Heighth, as that of your 


Bordſhip's Character. 


- Bit when] conſider d that Goodneſs, that Juſtice and Equity, which on all 
eccaſions has ſo Cvnſpicuouſiy attended on the Greatneſs and Nobility of your 
Perſon, 7 boldly Crowded in among ſt the reſt of your Admirers, to pay that 
Tribute. of Thanks which is juſtly your D le. : | 

pas ydur Lordſhips Zeal, for the Common good of Europe in General, and 
of England in particular, that induc'd me to this daring Preſumption. 

J hope your Lord ſnhip will Pardon a Crime of this Nature; eſpecially, when you 
re flect upon the Subject, as well as the Sobriety of this Diſcourſe ;, the Humility of the 
Author, ardrthe Hearty Deſire he has to fee England as Happy as a Union ar Home, 
and Succeſs Abroad, can poſſibly make it:. | 

In ſhort, (net to Treſpaſs any longer on your Lordſhip's Patience) the whole Na- 
tion is Indebted to your Lordſhip, for the particular Care and Diligence you hai e 

i Evidenc'd, in aſſerting the Rights, Liberties, and Welfare of England Ana, 

' as for my part, I ſhall be proud, if, as one of the mea nest of Your Adwmirers, I may 
bie admitted to Regiſter my elf, „ 1 | 


| | My Lord, | 


. 


— — — — — —ä — 
1 


Your Lordikips Devoted Servant. 


Perſecution 2 
ANATOMIZ'D: 
OR 4 : 9 : 2 
An Anſwer, &c. 
HESE folldwing Sheets are not intended 45 a Say; againſt the 


| Church of England, as by Law Eſtablimed. But our chief 
in Uſhering theſe Papers to the World, is to let People 


ee 
what tis our Enemies aim at, and whither they are Driving, 


as alſo to let the High:Church know, chat the Diſſenters are notſuch Cox- 


combs, as to be depriv'd of the Tolleration, without ſo much as ſpeaks 
ing a Word. | „ 1 wt | 
When Life, Liberty and Property are aim'd at, tis enough to make 
any Man beſtir himfelf, and begin to look abeut him: And altho' we 
go not about !to reſiſt the Power and Force of our Enemies, yet I hope 
we ſhall indeavour to clear qurfelves of the Guilt Charg'd, that ſo we 
may Dye Innocent however. n 
Had the Gentlemen of the Higl- Church gone quietly to Work, and 
not have Dar'd and Bully'd us ſo openly, in their Defamatory Libels 
and Pamphlets, perhaps the Contrivance had gone on with greater Ala- 
crity, and the Diſſemers not have been ſo Wiſe as they are. Wt, 
It a Man defames me in Private, and indeavours directly to Blaſt my 
Credit, and oyerthrow my Reputation, and raiſe Scandalous Refle&- 
ions upon me, (if all this is done my Knowledge) he may 65 all 
| Bikes 


| 
| 
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likelyhood paſs on Uncontroll'd, as to my particular Reſentment : But 
when he dares me Openly, and aſſaults me with ill Language and the 
like, in my Preſence, and before my Face, tis nothing but Reaſon that 
I ſhould do what I could to Defend my ſelf. And therefore, Gentle- 
men, you muſt not be angry when you ſee that we are not ſuch Fools as 
you took us to be; and that we ask the Reaſon why you hoiſt up 
your Bloody Flags, and Plant your Batteries againſt us, and diſplay 
the Banners of Defiance. | 


You cou'd not be fo Ignorant, certainly, as to think that we wou'd 


5 


let you alone, to Write on without Interruption; ſubmit our Necks 


to the Yoak, and bow our Shoulders to bear the Burden of Perfecution, 
without ſa much 85% Word, a Sigh or Groan Tho? we cannot ſtop 
your Progreſs in Writing, yet, with your Leave, (or if you won't 


grant leave, we will take it) we ſhall Anſwer as good as you bring, 


at leaſt, till we are ſuppreſs'd by the Higher Powers. Tho' I con- 
feſs, you have got the ſtart of us, as to Raillery, Bear-Garden, and 
Bullings-gate Languages, that are above the reach of our Capacities, and 
which we can never attain to, and therefore we ſhall leave that to your 
ſelves, and own your Priority 

If Reaſon or Argument can any ways prevail with you, or give you 
TatisfaQtion, as to our Honeſty and the like, (for we believe *tis impoſ- 


ible to Convert you) we are ready to Anſwer, with Pen, Ink, and 


Pager, atany time. PG ont 5 
*Tis a hard Caſe that we muſt not have the Liberty of Speech, when 
we ſee your deſigns againſt our Lives, Liberties and Properties. : 
As to the two Latter, we are Poſitive, the Bil ſhows it; and truly 
Gentlemen, we are in great care for our Lives too, till you inform us 
better what you mean by your Bloody Flags and Banners of Defiance 
But to deſcend. more Cloſely to what we intended in our Title, we 
ſhall ſhew, Fir ſt, What Perſecution for Conſcience ſake. is, An Abſtrakt of 
which: take as follows, vis. Perſecution for Conſcience ſake, is a De- 
priving a Man of his Life, Liberty or Property, for the ſake. of his 
Religion. | 3 ö 

To reſtrain a Man from Conforming, when his Conſcience al.ows 
bim in it, is Perſecution, h - 

But before we go any further, we. think fit to premiſe, (that you! 


may not pretend to Miſtake our meaning) that we do not affirm 


- the Lawfulneſs of Oceaſional Conformity; that is not Mate rial to toe 


Purpoſe, whether it is Lawful or not Lawful, in reſpect to our Re- 
| | CE ligion; 


Perſecution Auatomiz'd, Se, 


lizion ; yet, as long as it is not againſt the Law of the Land, it can 
be no Crime; and to Puniſh a Man for no Crime, is againſt Law; for 
the Law preſuppoſes the Crime, before it can, or will aſſume the Power 
of Puniſhing : But to proceed, | 1 

1. Perſecution for Conſcience ſake is, An endeavour to deprive a 
Man of his Life, on the account of his Religion. ; 

I would{not be thought by this Aſſertion, to conclude that all the Mem- 
bers of the Church of England ate for Perſecution, for we have great Rea- 
fan to believe that many, nay, moſt of them, are of a quite contrary 
Opinion, but only that there is a deſign carried on by the High-Church, 
as they call themſelves, to extirpate the Diſſenters if poſſble: Which, 
if they cannot effect other ways, then they are for Fire and Faggot, or 
any thing elſe, to Deſtroy 'em the Shorreſt way. If rot ſo Gentlemen, 
what mean you by your Bloody Flags, your Invectives againſt us, and 
laying Crimes to our Charge that we never knew nor thought of? What 
is your Intention, in aſſerting that we are the Spawn of a Popiſh Par ty, 
and not fit to Live? | | PO AWE en 44 

If theſe Expreſſions, and innumerable more of the Iike kind, are not 
2 ſufficient Demonſtration that ſome Perſons: have a delign againſt our 
Lives, as well as our Liberties, and would be as heartily glad to ſee the 
Article de Her. Com. turn'd againſt the Difſenters, as they would be to 
deprive them of Places of Profit and Truſt, then I am content to own 
my ſelf in an Error, and that the Diſſenters are Men of baſè Prin- 
ciples, to entertain ſuch prodigious Thoughts of ſuch Unworthy Gentle- 
men, as thoſe of the High- Churcdb Party. ! 

There is not a Nation in all Europe, that ever pretended to deprive 
their Fellow Subjects of what belong'd to em, by the Law of Nature 
and Birth-Right, but what meant the Extirpation of their Perſons 
and Party, as well as a deprivation of Liberty and Property. We have 
an Inſtance of this in France and Spain, where the Inquiſition rages to that 
Extremity, as that when they take away Liberty from their Proteſtant 
Subjects, they Perſecute their Lives alſo. If you intend to follow.their 
Steps (as we have no {mall Reaſon to believe you do) you had beſt go 
the fhorteſt way to accompliſh it. i 


3 
4 


— 


24ly, Perſecution for Conſcience ſake is, to undermine, and over- 
throw a Man's Liberty, on the account of Religion. The Law of Na- 
ture gives us a right to Act in Common with our, Fellow Country men; 
and whatever Law is contiary to the Law of Nature, is an Infringement 
of that Right, and ſo conſequently, may properly be call'd a Perſecution. 
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All Law is founded on Juſtice and Equity; and whatſoever is not ſo 
founded is Illegal, Unjuſt and Unaſwerable: Therefore, every ſuch Act 
| 1s Perſecution in the higheſt Degree, and an Infringement on the Rights 
and Liberties of the People. Conformity or Non Conformity to the Eſta- 
{ bGliſd Church, has no reſpe& to what is our Due by the Law of Nature. 
Tis not this, or that Opinion in Religion, that ouglit to deprive a Man 
of his Liberties, as an Engliſbman. Religion has nothing to do with a 
Man in ſuch Actions, as outwardly Reſpect, Morality only. A Man 
may be an Atheiſt, and yet Conform to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, not out 
of Religion, but only out of Faſhions ſake, to Capacitate himſelf for a 
Place. It is not the Conformity to the Eftabliſh'd Church, but the Ability 
of Perſons to manage the Publick Affairs of the Nation, that we ought 
to Conſider. Tis not his being a Diſenter or a Church- man; but his 
Affection to the Government; and as we ſaid before, his Ability to ſerve 
in a Publick Poſt, that muſt render him Worthy of it. 
If taking away our Liberties, and Infringing our Properties, as Eng - 
_ liſh-men, be not a Perſecution for Conſcience ſake (eſpecially ſince it is 
done for the ſake of our Religion) then I muſt Confeſs we are ſtill in the 
Dark, and muſt beg of you Gentlemen, to open our Eyes a little bert er. 
We dare appeal to any Nation in the World, in this Point, That 
when a Man's Liberty is aim'd at, and his Property undermin'd for the 
Jake of his Religion, whether ſuch Men as promote ſuch a Work, do 
not only indeavour, but are really carrying on a Perſecution for Confcienee 
ſake ? To render a Man unſerviceable to the Government, and to force 
him from his Livelyhood, ( if his Conſcience will not allow him in a 
Total Conformity) is down right Perſecution. Say what you will, 
Gentlemen, the Charge lyes Home upon you, tis Unanſwerable, and 
paſt your Skill to Confute +. But ſome Gentlemen perhaps may Object 
and ſay, That the Tolleration Act, and Enjoyment of our Rights and 
Priviledges, as Diſſenters, was a Gift given to us by the Church of Eng- 
land.; and therefore to take away a Man's own is no Perſecution ; but this 
Objection, tho? ſo ſtrenuouſly inſiſted on, is ill Grounded, and fo falſe 
in it ſelf, that it is a very eaſy Matter to overthrow ic: For, we are to 
conſider, that the Tolleration Ad, was not a Gift to be taken away at 
Pleaſure, but that which we Bought with the Price of our Blood. We 
Fought for it, and *twas but Reaſon we ſhould have it; fo that it was 
an Att of Juſtice, not a Gift of Charity. When we are beholden to a 
Man for ſomething, as his own Free-Gift, tis one thing, but when we 
Act in Conjunction with him, to obtain a Free Toleration, tis — 
| 4 


% 


We have a Right and Title to Places of Truſt and Profit, and to the Tole- 
ration, equal with the Church of England at leaſt; for your Church, 
Gentlemen, had been Extinct e're this, in all Probability, if we had not 
help'd to maintain it. We Fought for our Rights and Priviledges; we 
Acted in Conjunction with the Church to obtain *em; and therefore 
it is but Juſtice and Equity that we ſhould Enjoy them 1n the like man- 
ner: And this leads me to a Second General, which is to Inquire, Whe- 
ther or no thoſe High-Church that promote the Occaſional Bill, way not pro- 
perly be call d Perſecutors Any Law (as we ſaid before) that is Enacted 
contrary to the Law of Nature, is Perſecution : But the Depriving us 
of our Rights and Priviledges, and Diſabling us from Serving our 
Country, according to our Ability (as is the Deſign of the Bi) is 
directly Oppoſite to the Law of Nature: Therefore, thoſe High- 
Church that Promoted the Occaſional Bill, may properly be call'd Perſecu- 
tors; but if any Man will perſiſt, and ſay, that it is not Perſecution, 


the Argument. lies Directly againſt him: And further, Gentlemen, if 


you doubt it, We deſire an Anſwer to the following Qneries, 


1/t, What was the meaning of Leaving out the Preamble that was 
annexed to the Firſt Bill, which run to this Effect, That Perſecution . 
for Conſcience ſake, was contrary to the Doctrine and Diſcipline of the 


Church of England? Certainly it could be for ne other Reaſon, but only 
to tell us more plainly what they intended: For, if it was not ſo, Why 


was it left out?It muſt either be becauſe the H. Ch. deſign'd (tho? contrary _ 
to the Doctrine of the urch of England) or elſe to let us ſee that it 
was a Mittake, and that the #7. Ch. does allow Perſecution to thoſe that 


Diſſent from them. 


Had they Drawn up the Bil (at the Second time of bringing it into 8 


the Houſe) with the Preamble Anne x' d to it, as at firſt, there might have 
been ſome Reaſon to fuppeſe that the Deſign was only to prevent Occa- 


fiona! Conformity; but now we are apt to Conceive that the Deſign is laid 


further, not only to prevent onr Conforming, (for we believe ſome Gen- 
tlemen would be Glad to have us Diſſent) but to Extirpate the Party. 
If the Church of England does allow Perſecution, Why was the Pre- 


amble Annexcd ? If She de es nat, Why was it left out? -1 am ſatisfied - 
in this, and may Appeal to the Judgmenr-of all Rational Men, that the 


leaving out the Preamble,was onl/ toſhowus what the H. Ch. meant, in Plain 


Engliſh, and that the putting it in at firſt, was nothing elſe but to Cloak : 
their Deſigns, with a Notorious Falſity, or a Grand Miſtake.: *Tis ſo - 


Plain and Conſpicuous, that there is no Anſwer can be Rationally given, 
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why the Preamble was left out, if they did not mean a Perſecution fo: 


Conſcience ſake? | 75 

2aly, What need of the Occaſional Bill at all? What Pretence can the 
H. Ch. have to Deprive the Osſenters of their Rights and Priviledges ? 
If it be not a Sin againſt Law to Conform Wholly, it can be no Sin to 
Conform in Part. Whether it is a Sin in it ſelf, is not the Queſtion; but 
whether *tis for the Diſadvantage of the Church. If the Church cannot 
riſe above its Brethren, without our Deſtruction, it ſeems we muſt Knock 
under. Can any Body imagine that your Church can Increaſe, or Multi- 


ply, when you turn out thoſe chat are Willing to Conform in part? If 


It is a Sin againſt the Law, to Conform in Part, it muſt be a Sin to Con- 
form in the Whole : But here, Gentlemen, give me leave to tell you, 
that we are not ſo Blind, but that we can ſee the Drift of your Deſign ; 
*tis not Conformity in Part, or not Conforming at all, that .you arc 
troubled with, but the Diſſenters : Your Deſigns are not to Debar them 
from Occaſional Conformity only, but to take their Places, and when that's 
done, to Extirpate them; tis nor the Religion of the Perſon that yen 
mind, ſo muchas the Honeſty of the Party: *Tis Plain, that the High- 
Church think the Diſſenters too Honeſt to be Employ'd in the Govern- 
ment, Which would Retard their Deſigns of Diſanulling the Proret ant 
Sucveſſion, bringing in French Slavery, Non-reſiſtance, Paffive Obedience, and 
the like; and therefore they are ſo Hot to Promote the Bill. If tis fo, 
(if you Deſign the Extirpation of the Diſſent ers, if you deſign to De- 
prive us of our Liberties and Properties, take away the Toleration AF, 
and Infringe the very Law of Nature) ile aſſure you Gentlemen, you have 
begnn the Shorteſt way to Accompliſh your Intentions. Some of your 
Irreverend Doctors have had the Confidence to ſay, That we are not 
fit to Live, and Conſequently, not fit to Act in Publick Offices: But by 


your Leave, Gentlemen, Why not fit to Live ? Are we the breakers of 


the Nation's Peace ? Are we the Blood - ſuckers of the Kingdom? Do 
we Correſpond with the Nations Enemies? Miſmanage the Navy? 
Betray Ships to France ? Supply the Grand Tyrant with Ammunition 
and Proviſion, and the like? I'll aſſure you Gentlemen, we are not 


the Menz if any ſuch things have been, andare now on Foct, you of the H. Ch. 


muſt take em among your ſelves : And therefore, Gentlemen, I think we 
are as fit to Live as your ſelves; (and with ſubmiſſion to your K-) 
as fit to. Act in Publick Places of Truſt aad Profit. I think truly we 
are, and ever have been, more Honeſt than you; not but that we 
may have Knaves and Swearers, Drunkards and Prophane Perſons amongſt 
6 | | us, 
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as, as well as you; yet J dare Challenge the whole Party of the High- 
Church to prove that the Diſſenters ever Betray'd the Truſt Committed 
do them, by the Government, in any Reign, tho' it has been ſo often and 
ſo falſely laid to their Charge : That's a piece of Contrivance we could 
never obtain to; nor is our Malice roſe to that ſtupendious Heighth, ſo 
as to ruin ourſelves, to bring in a French Government, and to expoſe our 


| Nate Conrtry to Depopulations, -Perſecutions and the Cruel Mercies of 


a French Tyrant, only becauſe we ſhould be Glad to ſee others Undone. 
There's ſmall Policy for a Man to undo himſelf, on purpoſe to Ruin a- 
nother ; and therefore we cannot but Admire, how Ridiculouſly a late 
Author of the Rights of the Church of England, has Expos'd his Malice 
and Folly, in Aſſtrting, that the Diſſenters had a Hand in the Fire of 
Lon on. This is ſo like Mr. S J and his Immoderate Principles, that 
could not paſs it by, without making this Remark, That the Gentleman 
has Saizrizd the Church A England, as much, if not more, than the Author 
of the Shorteſt- way. If, Gentlemen, your Church fias appropriated to 
its ſelf, che right of Patronizing Lies, we have done with you : If this 
is your Piety and: Holineſi, What ſhall become of thoſe whom you have 
Gull'd into a Belief of your Doctrine? The Publicans and the Harlots will 
Enter the Kingdom of Heaven before you. And by the way too, *twould 
rot be amiſs to take Notice ot Mc. i” --y, the Author of a Penny Non- 
ſenſical Paper, who has the Impudence to ſay, that the Puritans (as they 
were then call'd) prepar'd the way for the Spaniſh Invaſiuz , would Mr. 
S. and Mr. M-, conſider what they ought to do, (as they are 
Schollars) certainly they would never Expoſe themſelves iu ſuch a Ridi- 
culons manner. | „ Z 

'Tis Nonſence in the very Terms, to ſuppoſe that the vers were 
ſo much out of Love with themſelves, as to Hu themſel Undo the 
Eſtabliſi d Chnreh; but if tueſe C emen ould conſid a little further, 
wat they ought to do, as they Ainiſters of the Goſpel, certainly 
they would never Publiſh ſuch atruths to the World. Let them 
bring their Works lately Publiſh. o the Teſt of the Holy Scripture, 
and ſee how inconſiltent Bloody + and Falſe Charges, are with the 
Doctrine of Jeſus Christ. | 

What have the D enters done. for theſe Fifteen Years laſt. paſt, 
that ſhould make jon o laveterate againſt them, or themſelves ſo 
Unworthy of a Proviick Pest, in their Native Country ? What Supe- 
riority can you pretend to above us (tho? to avoid Differences we are 
Willing to allgweit ) when it is well known that your Church had 4845 x 
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been Eftabliſh'd at this time, if we had not help'd to Maintain it 

What Rebellions have we Rais d? What Government have we Over- 
thrown ? What Differences have we Fomented, Raiſed or Encouraged ? 
In ſhort, Gentlemen, if there has been any ſuch Actions on Foot, you 
muſt take it to your ſelves ; for I can aſſure you, we have had no 
Hand in em. We have had little or nothing to do with the Govern- 
ment, and it ſeems, had leſs hopes of having any thing to do with it ; 
and therefore tis very Abſur*d, to Aſſert, that we Undermine it, when 
tis fo 1 againſt you. . | | 

If it be ſo, (as it is for certain) that we have had no Hand ia the 
Government, and ſo conſequently could not be Guilty of the Miſmanage- 
ments, which you throw fo plentifully in our Faces (as if yen intended 
to Bully us into a Compliance) wich the Loſs of our Liberties and 
Properties; | | 

Why are your Bills brought in againſt us? If the Diſſenters have 
done no Harm to the Government, why ſhould they be Excluded ? 

To Exclude a Man for no Crime, is contrary to Law, and to act con- 
trary to Law, is to act contrary to Reaſon, Juſtice, and Equity. If yon 
do not mean a Perſecution in the bottom, tell us in plain Terms why was 
the Preamble left out at the top. ? And Again, If ſome Men do not de- 
ſign a Perſecution by it, what makes the Non: jurors, and High Church- 
men, and ſeveral] other known Enemies to the Goverument, ſo hot ah 
violent to carry on the Delign ? . | 
And this makes ſome People to believe, chat thers was more in the Bi, 
thanothersareaware of, and that the Government is ſtruck at, as wel] asthe 
8 becauſe the Enemies of the Government are ſo hot to promote 
the Bill. | 
The QUE E N has been pleaſed to give us her Royal Word, that She 
will protect us, and continue the Toleration intire ; and ſince has fo far 
condefcended to tell us, that She will always be a Religious Obſerver of 
her Word ; and yet the Bill was again brought in ! | 

What the Deſign can be, if not to overthrow the Government, as to 
prevent Occaſional Conformity, is paſt my Skill to Fathom. 

For no man can be ſo Ignorant, as not to know, that all the Ad vantage 
the Enemy can take againſt us, in order to bring in a Fench Government, 
(which God forbid ) will be altogether from Differences and Diviſions 
among ourſelves. ; Sep . 

So that there can be no greater Enemies to the Nation and Gdvern- 


ment, than thoſe that are ſo cager to deprive its Inhabitants of their 
Rights and Priviledges. | And 
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And there can be no greater Enemies to the Eſtabliſh'd Church, than 
theſh who violently promote ſo untimely. a Bill 'to prevent Occaſional 
Conformity. 5 88 | | 3 

For *tis 2 great Chance, if the Poſterity of them that Occaſionally 
Conform now, will nos Totally Conform at laſt ; But to prevent 
their Conforming at all, is to Drive them from the Church; and ſo 
conſequently the higheſt Perſecution imaginable. _ ts | 

3dly, If a Perſecution is not aim'd at, why isn't the Spirit of Mode- 
ration more accepted of, and received amengſt us : the 75 of Love, 
Gentleneſs and Forbearance, which you Gentlemen are ſo much ſtran- 
gers to. I am ſorry to ſee, that a Zeal for the Eſtabliſh'd Church, has 
prevail d upon you ſo far, as to bereave you of your Senſes. 3 

Moderation is tbe only way to prevent Diſſentions and Differences ; 
tis the very Ground-work of Chriſtianity : Tho” 7 give my Body to be 
Burned (faith St. Paul) and have not. Charity, it will profit nothing: "Tis 
not your being of the outward Eſtabliſh'd Church, nor your florid pte- 
tences to Chriſtianity, that will ſtand you in ſtead at the Laſt Day. 

The QUEEN. has calld you to it often enough, and preſs'd it 
home upen your Conſciences ; but the Cares of this World, and the 
Deceitfulneſs of Riches, has Choaked the Seed of that good Voice. 

Whether we were ofthe ERabliſh'd Church, or Piſſenting from it, 
will not be the Queſtion at the General Audit: But whether we have 
prattis'd Moderation and Love towards our Proteſtant Brethren. 

Want of Moderation in a Chriſtian Kingdom, may be the oxcyſion of 
many Diſmal Diſaſters, and Diſcords in the State, and Jarrings' about 
Religion in the Church, and the like : And therefore, I think I may 
venture ſay, on the whole, the want of Moderation has been one great 
occaſion of the Differences that have lately been, and dally are Fo- 
mented amongſt us. | | TT 

<Tis not the Erectiag Bloody Flags, and Banners ef Defiance againſt a 
Well · meaning and Sober ſort of People, who own the ſame God and 
Saviour of Mankind; the fame Faith and Baptiſm, &c. and who Diſſent 
in nothing from the Eſtabliſh'd Church, but in ſuch things that are not 

Material to our Salvation: I ſay, (in ſhort) *tis not Perſecuting the 
Diſſenters that will anſwer the end of thoſe whoſe indeavours are to Re- 
form the Nation, and to ſee the impending Judgments of Heaven 
Averted, tho? it may Correſpond with their Deſigns, who care not what 
become of the Nation, fo as the —_ are but Extirpated.. 


* 
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vou may go on with your ſhow; promote the Occaſional Bil Extirpate 
the very Name of a Diſſenter, from the Face of the Earth, if you are 
able: but where is the Spirit of Moderation? the Spirit of Love, Meek- 
neſs and Forbearance in all this? Where is that Brotherly Love which 
the Scripture takes occaſion ſo often to Euforce? If the Duty they 
owe to God and Religion cannot move thoſe who make a Banter of 
both, yet methinks the repeated Intreaties, and preſſing Invitations of 
the QUEEN ſhould prevail on the moſt Obdurate. | 
We can never expeck to ſee England as happy as it ſhould be, and 
its Religion flouriſh as it ought to do, till Moderation is more Practic'd 
and ſought after: If as we faid before, Moderation is the very Ground- 
work of Chriſtianity; how foon will the Superſtructure fall, when the 


Poundation is wanting? 


If once our Religion ſhould leave us, What would begome of ns ? 
What Inundations of Popery ? What Perſecutions? What unheard 


of Miſeries would follow, when God riſes in Judgment againſt us? 


No Nation can be more bleſs'd than we, whilſt we have the Goſpel 
fhining in its greateſt Splendgur amongſt us; and I am poſitive no Na- 
tion would be more Miſerable, and more Unhappy, when that Glorious 


Privilege ſhall be taken away from us: Moderation ſhows that we have 


the very Eſfence of Religion amongſt us; but the want of it ſhows too 
plainly, that all that we do, or have, is nothing but a Pretence. - A 
Man may pretend much to Religion, and ge very high in the out- 
ward Eecremonies of it, but (unleſs {he takes a Spirit of Moderation 
along with him) unleſs he has Charity towards his Chriſtian Brethren, 
we may upon Scripture Evidence boldly affirm, that ſuch a Man is far 
from the Kingdom of God; he wants the very Weart and Power of 
Religion. 1 | 
FJ ahh, If there is not Pewſecution deſign'd, What is the Reaſon that: 
you do not Cloſe in with that Peace and Union which Her Majeſty 
enjoyns. | | 3 : | ” 

| Peace and Union are fo neceſſary at this time, when we have ſo for- 
midable an Enemy to deal with, that we cannot but admire why it is 
not Effected. 1 570 | 
We ſee plainly that the French King is able to refiſt the whole power 
of England, Holland and the Empire, and has acted Offenſively for many 
Years, till this Summer : and yet ſome Gentlemen are unwilling to be 
at Peace at Home... ; 

-: They 
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They tell us, indeed, they deſign it; and that they do what they 
can to Effect it; but how! By Hoiſting up their Bloody Flags and 
Banners of Defiance, againſt the Diſſenters. 1 

The Whigs muſt be turn'd out of Offices, and the Priviledges of Eng- 
liſhmen taken from them; and then theſe Gentlemen will have the Peace 
they deſire : But pray tell us where is the Conjunction of Hearts and 
Hands that is ſo neceſſary at this time? RG : 

*Tts nat a time to foment Diviſions, in a particular Kingdom, when 
the Liberty of Europe lies at Stake. | 8 

What, tho? God has been pleaſed to bleſs us with Succeſs this Cam- 
paign, in that Glorious and renowned Victory at Hochſtedt, yet no 
thanks to the Gentlemen of the High- Churcn. FE | 

It is not our fault that we do not Unite, for we have Challeng'd you 
to it ſeveral times; we have done all that we could to promote it; tis 
3 our particular Intereſt that we aim at, but the good of the whole 

tion. | | | FS 1-5 

As we are Fellow-Country-men, and Subjects under the ſame Sove- 
raign, we ought to be United amongſt our ſelves ; but much mere ay 
we are Chriſtians of the ſame Faith, and Eſſential parts of Religion. 

It is a hard Cafe ( and I believe Unparallel'd) that the manner and 
form of Worſhip muſt make ſo wide a Breach in the Vitals of a Nation: 
What greater Encouragement can our Enemi es have to Invade our Land, 
than theſe Diviſions we have amongſt our ſelves. ; | 84 

Hiſtory preſents us with ſeveral Inſtances (too tedious to Inſeri 
here) of thoſe Nations who have been eaſily overcome, whilſt they were 
at Diſcord and Variance among themfelves, that have been Impreg nable 
as long as they were United, . 

If we were Heathens we could do no leſs, but ſince we are (or at 


leaſt pretend to be) Chriſtians, we would indeavour to do more. 


Peace and Union concerns not the Diſſenters in particular; but the 
Eftabliſh'd Church alſo. = N 

Thoſe that have a defign to Extir pate the Diſſenters, have other Me- 
thods to take, than the promotion of the Eſtabliſh'd Church: In ſhort, 
Gentlemen, their deſigns are to bring in a French Government; to overs 
throw the Church; ruin the Nation, and (Iam afraid) to turn the Re- 
formed Religion out of Doors, as well as to Diſplay the Banners of De- 
hance againſt the Whigs; and if ſo (as we have great reaſon to fear the 
end will be) what greater Reaſon can there be for a Union among our 


ſelves, | 
| C 2 3 
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If Peace and Union, and the aforeſaid Spirit of Moderation are 
no more Regarded than they have been, a thouſand to one but we ſhall 
feel the Judgments of the Almighty, at a fharper rate than ever we have 
eK. 1 

91 he late Storm was not hing but the Indication of ſome more Terrible 
Judgment to come, unleſs Reformation is more Enforc'd, and Reli- 
gion more Exalted: And, therefore, Gentlemen, in ſhort, If yon 
would have us think that you intend not a Perſecution, lay aſide all 
cauſes of Diviſi ons, and joyn with us for the Publick Good of the Nation; 
let us, have that Peace and Union among our ſelves, which we have 
Challeng'd you to, or if you will not, (if you ſtill refuſe to Unite 
with us againſt the Commen Enemy of Mankind) then Pray, Gentlemen, 
don't be angry if we can give no better Inzvepretation of your Per- 
nicious deſigns.  _ ; 

What will our Allies Abroad ſay. concerning us, when they hear that 
we are Divided among our ſelves ? Certaialy they. will have reaſon 
to fear the diſmal Effects of ſuch fatal Conſequences. How can we 
pretead to Reſiſt, much leſs to over-power the French Tyrant, when we 
are Divided among our ſelves. A Different opinion of Religion does not 
affect the Civil State. Diverſitas religionum inter Subditos, non evertit 
wnitaten. Politie, Burg. Daft, Poli. Chape 20. We may Unite againſt 
the Enemy, and yet not be of the ſame Religion, or Opinion in Re. 
Jigion. Can it be more Unlawful to Fight in Conjunction with 2 
_Diſſenter, than with a Papiſt? In ſhort, it Engiand's Happineſs was 
deſigud by all Men, Peace and Union would be more Promoted. 1 

3dly, A Third General is to Inquire, Whether or no the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 
vr (not ta mention that in particular) any other Chriſtian Church in the | 
Univerſe, can be à true Church, mhil$ it ſavours of & Perſecuting Spirit ? 
What Perſecution is we have Diſcaſſed before, and: therefore we have 
nothing to do, but to Anſwerdirectly to the Queſtion: propoſed. The 
Anſwer. muſt, be Negative, viz. That it cannot be a true Church. 
f, Becauſe it is not Conformable to the Doctrine, Practice or Ex- 
e 
24h, Becauſe. it is inconſiſtent with the very deſign of Religion. 
ft, A Church that ayours of a Perſecutiu pirit, cannot be a true 
Church, becauſe ir is not Conformable to the Doctrine, Practice and 
, i ot. 
The Doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt was, is, and ever will be, a Doctrine of 
Love, Gentleneſs,  deekneſs and Charity towards our Chriſtian Brethreh; 
more of which may be ſeen at large in the Nem-Teſtament, to which _ 
| Reter 
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Refer the more Inquiſitive, leaving the Truth of it to their Cenſure : | 
But on the other fide (thoſe that Perſecute, or as we may as well ſay? 
the Doctrine of Perſecution is a Turbulent Doctrine, and the moſt for- 
ward Perſons to promote it, are Malicious, Envions, and Contemners of 
all others but themſelves, and ſuch whoſe Opinions fall in with theirs ; 
and whoſe Cor ſciences are ſo large as to Comply with any thing, that they 
ſhall pleaſe to Impoſe. 

The Doctrine of the Goſpel has the Face of a Lamb, the Innocence 
and Simplicity of the Dove, but the Doctrine of Perſecution has the 
Face of a Lion, and the Revenge and Subtilty of the Tyger. 

As much Difference as there is between Love and Hatred, Peace and 
Enmity, Meekneſs and Cruelty, ſo much is there between Perſecu tion 
and the Doctrine of the Goſpel ; the one carries along with it Invita- 
tions and Intreaties; the latter force and Compulſion. ELLE | 

A furious Perſecution is enough to fright a Man out of his Religion, 
if he is not well Grounded in it; but I don't think the World ever knew 
of one that was Converted to be a good Chriſtian by it. 

I hope, if we bring the Head of the Church for your Example, Gentle- 
men, you won't take it amiſs, becauſe youare ſo forward to profeſs y our 
ſelves Members of that Head: And therefore, I fay, If you take Ex- 

= ample by our Saviour, and his Apoſtles, as you ought to do, you will 
OR find, by peruſing the Tranſactions of thoſe times, That they Erected no + 

2 Bloody Flags and Banners of Defiance, againſt thoſe that would not come 
48 In | 1 


. | _ .” 

3 When the Apoſtles told our Saviour of thoſe Men, that in his Name 
ch., Caſt out Devils, tho? they were not Profeſſars of the Goſpel, as we may 
| gather from our Saviour's Anſwer ; yet Chriſt gave no Command to 
forbid or Perſecute them, notwithſtanding they were not of the Chureh. 


ve *Tis our Saviour's Expreſs Command to Teach all Nations; He did 
he not ſay, Go Perſecute all Nations, for then in all probability the Goſpel 


had not been promoted ſo effectually as it was. 

He that knew the natural Diſpoſition of all Men, foreſaw that they 
would be ſooneſt wrought on, by Love and Gentleneſs, not by Fire and 
Faggots; a notion upheld by the Church of Rome in particular; but 
even they (tho? it is reckon'd amongſt them to be Meritorious to Sal- 

vation to Deſtroy Herericks) allow the Proteſtants a free Exercife of 
their Religion, according to the ſeveral ſentiments. of their Minds, (ex- 
cept in France, Spain and Italy)) together with the Enjoyments Nds « 

| | 8 
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Rights and Priviledges; notwithſtanding the Difference of Opinions is far 
greater there than here. 

There they differ in ſeveral Articles that relate to the very Eſſence 
and Well-being of Religion; here but in ſome indifferent Matters, not 
Material to Salvation ; and therefore one would think we ſhould exceed 
them in Unity. | | 


We that are Proteſtants, ought to be entertain'd by Proteſtants, more 
favourably. than Proteſtants are by Papiſts. | 


That it is plainly ſo, viz. That the Papiſts give a freedom of Acceſs, 
to Proteſtants, to places of Truſt and Profit, as well as a Tolleration of 


Religion, has been ſufficiently prov'd, by a late Ingenious Author; and 


is ſo well known to every one who knows any thing of Hiſtory, that 


I need not take the trouble to Quote the Particular Inſtances that 


Occur in my mind, to make good the Afﬀertion. By 
If Non-Conformity, or Occaſional Conformity, were a Sin againſt God, 


(as long as it is not a Sin againſt the Law of the Land) we are not 
anſwerable for it to Men, but to God. | 


” 


Humane Laws (tho' Enacted by never ſo Lawful an Authority) 
have no reſpe& to Matters of Conſcience, in Divine Worſhip ; for if 
they ſhould it would' be making a Man equal with God, which would 
be impoſſible to Effect, as well as Blaſphemous to Attempt. 

If one Man Murders another, he muſt, or at leaſt ought to be 


- Hang'd for it; but if he Marders himſelf, what Puniſhment can we In- 


flict ? We might Hang him indeed, but that would be Unprecedented, 
as well as Ridiculous ; ſo if a Man offends the Law, he ought to ſuffer 
what the Law requires ; but if he offends God alone, we have no War- 


rant to meddle with him, for the Conſcience is Superior to the Law, and 


God to both. 


We cannot find that Chriſt bad any Intent that his Followers ſhould 
Reſtrain People from their Priviledges, on the account of their Reli- 


gion, or that Opinions altogether Indifferent ſhould raiſe Diſſentions in 
the Civil State, but on the contrary, his Doctrine gives Freedom and 
Liberty to all in General - And ſuppoſe the Chriſtian Religion did 
allow the Perſecution, yet the Civil State has nothing to do therein, till 
the Eceleſiaſtick Power gives them a Right aud Power to P erſecute. 

A Man may be a Heathen, and a Heathen he muſt be, for what 


we can do to Enforce him to Practice Chriſtianity, we have no 
Power or Authority from the Scripture to Convert him, becauſe the 


Conſcience is above the reach of Man, to enforce Obedience. And to 
make 
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make a Law without any Authority, is both Unjuſt and Unreaſonable 
ſo alſo to inflict a Puuiſument on any Man for that which is impoſſible for 
us to make him Perform, would be both Cruel and Ridiculous. | | 

If any Church pretends to be a Church of Chriſt, it muſt lay 
aſide all thoughts of Perſecution - But if a Church Perſecutes its 
Diſſenting Brethren, (eſpecially on the account of indifferent Matters) 
it is no more a Church of Chriſt, but a Synagogue of Satan; and 
all they that Profeſs themſelves to be Members of that Church, and 
do allow of the Perſecution, are far from being the true and Legi- 
timate Sons of Grace : 5 

In ſhort, Gentlemen, to Cloſe up all I have to ſay on this Head, take 
the following Argument, and diſprove it if you can. 

No Church, unleſs Conformable to the Doctrine, Practice and 
Example of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, can be a true Church; but 
Perſecution is contrary, to the Doctrine, Practice and Example of Chriſt , 

Kos. Ne Church, whilſt it ſavours of a Perſecuting Spirit, is à true 
Church. | , 52 f 

I would not have any one miſtake me in this Point; and there - 
fore 1 tell you Plainly, Ido not intend this Head as a Satyr againſt the 
Eſtabliſrd Church; for I don't affirm, that the Church does actually Per- 
ſecute, but when ſhe does, I fay poſitively (and I have Scripture Ar. 
gument enough to back it) ſhe is no true Church. * A 

24, Perſecution is in its ſelf, inconſiſtent with the very defigu s 
Religion. | ah . 

Religion (as I-Conceive) was at firſt deſign'd by the ſupream Au- 
thor of it, to be a means or I troduction to bring Men to the Knowledge 
of God, and further: to Inſtru& them ho to'ſerve. fear and Obey him: 
But Perſecution makes Men ſupp ſe Religion to be a Terrible thing, 
and tliat the Promoters of it Act only for their own Intereſt, either to 
Gull People out of their Money, or elſe to keep the Vulgar and Com- 
mon ſort of People in Awe. 

To Contound Perſecution and the Chriſtiap Religion together, is as 
great an Error as to Confound Mahometaniſm with Proteſtautiſm; for 
che Abel ometans are open Enemies to the Doctrine of Chriſt; and ſo 
are thoſe alſo that Perſecute the Members of Chriſt. W 

"Tis as impoſſible for a Perſecuting. Spirit to agree with the defign 
of Religion, as two Oppol:tes can be; The one 1s from below, and ſo 
conſequently the Doctrine of the Devil; aud the other is from above, 
20d hath God alone for its S upream Author, and Principal Founder 9 

and. 
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and ſince we can find no Command in Divine Writ, for a Perſecu- 
tion, we cannot pretend to have any Authority to Enforce it; for what 
God has not Commanded, is as much to be avoided, as if he had 
expreſly forbid it; for God Commanded all things that were neceſſary 
to our Salvation, or elſe the Deity muſt be Defective, which is very 
* - Ridiculous and Abſur'd to Imagine. 
4 When the Law (the Covenant of Works) on Mount Sinai was given 
ts the Children of /azl; God gave no Command to Moſes, or any other, 
i} that they ſhould endeavour to enforce Obedience on any Man; for 
| that would have been a great Derogation to himſelf, to give that Power 
to a Man, which is only proper to himſelf alone ; and if ſo then, how 
much more now, when we are enter'd into the Covenant of Grace, 
which in its own Nature is a Covenant of Freedom, &e. 
Thus I think I have ſufficiently Prov'd, that what-ever Church ſavours 
of a Perſecuting Spirit, can be no true Church, becauſe it is Oppoſite 
to the Doctrine, Practice and Example of Jeſus Chriſt, whom we ought 
and muſt follow as the Captain General of our Salvation, and alſo be- 
cauſe it is oppoſite to the very deſign of Religion; for a Man to Perſe- 
cute another, is to Sin againſt God; but to Sin againſt God, is oppoſite 
to the deſign of Religion - therefore every Man, or every Church, that 
Pperſeentes, acts in oppoſition to the very deſign of Religion. 
_ Fourth General Head, yet remains for a Concluſion, which I pur- 
| _ pokly refſervd: till laſt, becauſe I ſhall but hint upon it, in a Word or 
1. Two, to the Sober and Honeſt Church-men in Particular. 
[ 
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Fourthly, Who are the Greateſt Promoters of the Nations Welfare, the High- 
Church or Diſſenters ?  _ 


Mr. W:-----y, who is known to be a Noa-juror, has profeſs'd im- 
j Felf to be of that Number, and has had the Impudence to tell us ſo in 
i Print, in the Title Page of his Woolf Stript: £1; 


: Now whether a Man that will not Swear to the Government, can be 

1 ſaid to be a true Promoter of the Nations Welfare, I leave the 
0 Wiſer part of the World to judge; as for my part, I ſhall leave him 
nt as I find him, and proceed to more General Obſervations. 

4 15, Who are moſt for promoting Peace and Union, the High-Church 
or the Diſſenters ? For it is certain thoſe Perſons that are not for Effect- 
ing that, cannot be true Friends to the _—_— and they that are not 

Friends to the Nation, will not Promote its Welfare; the one follows 

14 the other, as the one is the Conſequent of the other. 
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The Diſſenters have ſhown themſelves upon all occaſions ready 
to Embrace it; nay, they have Challeng'd theſe Obſtinate Gentle- 
men to come to a Chriſtian Temper, in Obedience to the 
Command of God, and the InjunQions of their Soveraign, and 
yet they ſeem utterly averſe to-it ; ſo that the blame does not 
lye on the Diſſenter, but on the High- Church. 

As Peace and Union, is the great Bulwark and ſafety of the 
Nation, eſpecially at this Critical Juncture; ſo thoſe that are at 


the fartheſt Diſtance from it, muſt conſequently be moſt Remote, 


from advancing the P rofperity of the Nation. | 
As for our Parts, we have done as much as Men could do; we 
have Challeng'd them to it, and are very willing to Embrace it; 
and therefore, I think it very abſur'd to aſſert, that we are the Di- 
ſturbers of the Nations Welfare. 
If Peace and Union is the Nation's Bulwark ; if it is altoge- 
ther neceſſary that we ſhould be United againſt the Common 


Enemy, then *tis the greateſt Nonſence in the World, to affirm, 


That thoſe are the Nations Enemies, who ſeek to Promote ſuch an 
Union. 5 

It's ſtrange to me, That we muſt always bear the Reproaches 
that juſtly belong to other Men; that we muſt be Charg'd with 
other Mens Follies, and lye under the Blemiſh of Miſman aging the 
Affairs oſthe Nation, when we had nothing to do with the Govern- 
ment, this is ſo Ridiculous, and ſo contrary to a Chriſtian Temper, 
and to the Doctrine of the Church of England, that really tis a great 
ſhame ſuch falſities ſhould be alow'd of. 

We are willing to Fight for the Government, to Maintain the 
QUEEN on Her Throne, and Her Succeſſors in the Proteſtant 
Line; and we are ready to lend our Money to the Govern- 
ment, and yet we muſt be Charg'd with being Enemies to the Go- 
vernt, O Tempora O Meres! What can] be more abſurr'd than 


this? 


2 dly, Tlie High-Chureh have ſeveral times, and do ſtill endea- 
vour to foment Differences and Diviſions amongſt the Diſſeaters, to 
allay them : And therefore, the former cannot be the Promoters 
of the Nation's Welfare. . 

Differences and Difſentions in Church and State, are ſo far from 
rendring a Nation Happy, that on the contrary, they make it moſt 
Miſerable and Unhappy : They open the WY 1 — 
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break down the Bulwark of the Nation, and give occaſion to 
other Nations to ſtuſpect our Fidelity ; for what Man will tru! 


him, who he knows cannot Truſt himſelf ? 
Humours in the Natural Body weaken the Conſtitution, and 
render 3 Man unfit for any thing; makes him liable to be Inſul- 


ted, whilſt ſo Weak as not able to Defend himſelf, which, perhaps, 
he might have done; if thoſe Humours had not made him Uncap- 
able; + ſo ttis in reſpect of a- Nation, where Differences aud 
' Diviſions are on Foot; they lye open to cke Inroads of an inſultiug 


Enemy, and are calily Conquer'd, tho' when United Impregnabie 
And if ſo, we have the greateſt Reaſon in the World, to ſay, 
That the High-Church. cannot be the Promoters of the Nation's 
Welfare; but whilſt they continue ſo, will be a Reproach, both tc 
Church and Government. | . * 


? 
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* cannot be altogether unneceſſary to acknowledge ouf Vene- 
ration for thoſe Gentlemen of the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 
who have done their utmoſt to withſtand the Nations Enemies, 
and thoſe who were ſo forward to Promote the Occaſional 
Bill, againſt the Diſſenters; and to let the World ſee the Piſſen- 
ters Principles are not ſo Inconſiſtent with the Government, as 
ſme Malicious, deſigning Perſons, would repreſent them to be. 
We can aſſure Her Majeſty, and the Parliament, that we are 
23 ready to lay down our Lives for the Welfare of the Nation, and 
the Common Good of England, as any Church-man whatſoever. _ 
To ſay that we are of Rebellious Principles, and Guilty of 
moſt Damnable Schiſm, is ſuch a Notorious Falſity, that we may 
Challenge the moſt Inexorable of the High-Church Party, to 
make Good tlie Aſſertion ; and we are of the Opinion, that to 
endeavour a Proof of it, would be as great a Satyr on the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church, and as Scandalous a Slur to her Doctrine, as ever was 
thrown upon her by the Papiſts themſelves. For *tis beyond Con- 
tradition, That there can be no Schiſm, where the Diſſent is about 
indifferent Matters; for *tis not the Mode of Worſhip, but a Total 
falling away or Diſſent, from the Fundamental Articles of Reli- 
2108, that makes the Schiſmatick ; Bur ſince Mr. Sacheverel, and 
Mr. Weſely are ſo plentiful in their Raillery, and fo forward in 
Charging the Diſſenters with Schiſm, we refer them to thoſe 
Eminent Doctors of their own Church, the preſent} Biſhops, and 
ſereral of the Houſe of Lords, who have ſufficiently Vindicated 
the Diſſenters, from that Unchriſtian Reflection, beyond all Con- 
!radidtion. | | g 
As for what their Honours are now a doing, or have Tranſacted, 
concerning the Occaſional Bill, in order to deprive the Diſſenters of 
Offices, and to Incapacitate them to ſerve their Country without a 
Total Conformity, concerns not me in Particular; as for my part I 
never had any Poſt in the Government, and I ſuppoſe never ſhall ; 
but as it reaches the Tolleration Act, it concerns me, as a Diſſenter, 
and every one in the Kingdom, that = under that Denomination. 
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The Diſſenters think it very hard to bear all the ill Uſage 
that they have met with from ſuch Gentlemen of the High- 
Church, as Mr. Weſty, and Mr. Sacheverel, the Two Foul Mouths of the 
Party, and yet be Menac'd ſo Publickly for Defending themſelves 
and the Tolleration. — | 

What can theſe Gentlemen think, or what would they imagine 
the Diſſenters to be, if they ſnould Connive at their Miniſterial 
Railery ? If they ſhould he till and ſay nothing at all; ſurely 
they muſt 'needs ſuppoſe them to be far greater Chriſtians, or elſe 
ſuſpe& their want of Ability to Reply. + | 

As to the former we ſhall leave that to the ſober and judicious 
part of the World, to Cenſure as they ſee Convenient ; but as to 
the latter, Mr. Weſly and Mr. Sacheverel have been ſufficiently An- 
ſwer'd, by a late Ingenious Author, tho? to very little purpoſe; for 
as to Reformation of Manners and Language, theſe Gentlemen are 
reſolv'd againſt it 

Let there be never ſo much Truth in the Anſwer, and Profundity 
ot Unanſwerable Arguments, to Demoaſtrate the Unchriſtianity 
of their Scurrilous Sermons, and Defamatory Libels; yet like as 
Fannes and Jambres, refiſted Aoſes of Old, ſo do theſe Gentlemen 
reſiſt the Truth. Men of Corrupt Minds, and Immoral Converſa- 
tion ; they ſtil] run on with their Railing Satyrs and Scurrilons Re- 


flections, rotwithſtanding that their Unchriſtian Behavour has been 


made maniſeſt to all Men. 

We own their Learning and Underſtanding to be above every 
Common Capacity, tho? their Arguments are far from being Un- 
anſwerable ; yet this is but very little to the Purpoſe, when they 
fall] ſhort of Common Civility, and Derogate ſo far from the Doc- 
erg of the Church of England. f 

oppoſe all that they ſay were true, and that the Diſſenter, 
were the Men they Repreſent them to be, yet this is no more an 
Argument of their being a good Chriſtian, and Faithful Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, than Raillery and Ill Language is conſiſtent with the 
Doctrine that they Profeſs, viz. That ef the Eſtzbliſh'd Church. 
Their Reflections and Scandalous Invectives againſt their Spiritual 


_ Fathers, the Reverend Bifhops ſhows no more reſpe& foi the Reli- 


gion, which they pretend to Aſſert and Vindicate, than their meer 
ſay ing ſo, does Evidently Proye the Diſſenters to be Schiſmaticks. 
* We 


i 


We deſire to know what Preſidents our Oxford Pamphleteer c. 
Produce to prove that we Iaſult Her Majeſty, Arraign the Author iry «5 
our Repreſentatives, and Menace the Government, as he is pleas'd !.© 
call it, in his Preface annex'd to the Rights of the Church of Eo - 


land, &c. when tis well known to the whole World, that the 


Difſenters have ſhown as much Affection to Her Majeſty, on al 
Occaſions, as any others whatſoever. | 

We have pro ffer'd our Service to the Government, tho?” the 
Government was pleas'd to refuſe it ; and we have devoted our 
Lives and Fortunes to maintain Her Majeſty's Right againſt the 
Pretended Prince, or any other Forreign Invader ; and yet this 
Gentleman comes in ſb audaciouſly with his Banners Diſplay'd, 
and his Mouth full of Untruths, and ſays, That we inſult Her Maje- 
ſty's Perſon and Menace the Government. 

If this manner of Diſcourſe, theſe notorious Falſities, are not 


Unchriſtian, (if this is the way to Promote the Welfare of the 


Nation; If this is not inſulting Her Majeſty's Perſon) and as 
much as if they told Her Plainly, that they will not Conform to 
that Peace and Union which She has ſo often Recommended to 
all Her Subjects, of whatſoever Perſuaſion, then I ſhall ſay no 
more, but openly profeſs that I can make no better Conſtruc- 
tion of his Words, if others can, they are Welcome. 

If any Moderate, Sober Perſon, has a Mind to ſee the Picture 
of Mr. Sacheverel, and from thence draw the ſenſe of the Party, 
let him view his Preface aforementioned, and then let him tell 
the World his opinion of the Matter, whether that Gentleman 
is not a great Reproach to the Church of England ; and whe- 
ther he ſhould take the Author to be a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 

Truly, Gentlemen, The Diſſenters have ſo much Charity for the 
Church of England, and the Reverend Biſhops, That they can- 
not have ſuch hard Thoughts 'as to Imagine, that ſhe, or they, 
do allow of ſuch Profound Beautefeaus, and ſuch Notorjous 
Breakers of the Nations Peace, as this Ox herd Author. 

No wonder that daily Differences are advancing amongſt us, 


when we have ſuch Unchriſtian Church Guides to Promote them. 
We. may venture to ſay, wirhaut a Spirit ef Prophecy, or that 


Scandalous Charge of Schiſm, That Zngland can ne're be Happy, 


_ whilſt we have ſuch Qailing Parſons, to Unfold the Miſteries of 


that Goſpel, which they Diſdain to Practice, 
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I hope the Author of the Rights of the Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
will not fail to take notice of this Gentleman's Audacity, a 
thing he very much Prides himſelf in; and therefore I ſhall 
refer the Anſwer of that Book to him, as the Perſon that is 
moſt particularly Concern'd. EH 

I ſhall only give my Opinion of the whole, in a Word or 
Two, and that is this, That the Moroſe Author deſerves a Pillory, as 
much, if not more, than the Unhappy Rehe arſer of the Shorteſt Way. 
There's not one Paragraph in the whole Book, but what ſhows 
the Author's Malice, and the deſign of the Party, which is, the Ex- 
tirpation of the Diſſenters; as if it was defign'd on purpoſe, to 
tell us in Plain Engliſh, what it was they intended. | 

And notwithſtanding all this Barbarous Uſage, and Unpre- 
cedented Malice, the Diſſenters muſt be Bully'd and Menac'd, if 
they pretend to Anſwer, and Defend themſelves, when really the 
Language it ſelf, ſetting aſide the falſities and notorious Miſrepre- 
fentations with which his Pamphlet is well ſtuft, is enough to 
provoke a Stone; And therefore Mr. Sacheverel need not wonder 
ſo much, That the Diſſenters are ſo forward to Anſwer ſuch unpre- 
it; cedented Provocations, when, if we ſhould ler him alone, the very 
i) Stones in the Streets would flye in his Face: 

In ſhort, Gentlemen, to conclude upon the whole, we can 
never expect to ſee Religion Flouriſh as it ought, and that Union 
Effected, which Her Majeſty ſo ſtrenucuſly invites us to, whilſt 
ſuch a Scurrilous Writer is ſuffer'd to Expoſe a Party of Men, 
whoſe deſigns are fo far from Undermining the Government, that 
they do all they can, and wou'd do more it they ſhou'd, to Main- 

tain and Defend it. | 
As to what he ſays concerning Occaſional Conformity, in 

Condemning the Practice of it, and thoſe Men that uphold it, I 
have nothing to ſay to that, but ſhall be plain to tell the World, 

that I am fo far from Detending it, as that | don't approve nei- 

ther the Practice, nor the Perſons that Maintain it. 
And truly, if a Prevention of that, was the only deſign of 
the Bill, I ſhould be very Glad to ſee it Promoted, and do really 

think that it would be better for the 3:iſſenters if it ſhould 

Paſs ; but when we ſee io Viſibly, that the Tolleration is aini'd ar, 

and our Rights and Priviledges to be taken from us, and dat, 

not only becauſe we cannot Conform, but becauſe we can - You 

| | can 
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can expect no leſs, Gentlemen, but that the Diffenters ſhould ſhow 
their Unwillingneſs to part with them at ſuch a Rate. 

If we muſt at laſt be forc'd to a Compliance, we can't help it; 
but we ſhall leave the Concluſion of the whole, to that God 
who Rules above, and can, if He Pleaſes, over- rule the Deſigus of 
the Enemies of his People: To Him therefore, we Refer all; 
with an entire Submiſiion, to Her moſt Gracious Majeſty, and the 
Noble and Truly Honourable Houle of Peers, whom we moſt. 
Heartily Thank, for their Endeavours to Promote Peace and 
Union amongſt us; and to Advance the Reformation and 
Proſperity of a Sinful Nation. 
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